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official into the British administrative machine, but
he was naturally unable to adapt himself to the
novel conditions, and was soon removed. In the
same way, the policy of making some distinction
between our administration of the two vilayets while
the War was actually in progress was bound to fail,
and in a comparatively short time the Basrah system
had been extended to cover the newly occupied
territory.
A fortnight after my return to Baghdad a small
force was sent down to Museyib, with Goldsmith as
Assistant Political Officer, and I went with them to
organise the despatch of grain to Baghdad. Col-
onel Dickson had in the meanwhile been made a
Deputy Director under the Director of Supply and
Transport, and the Local Produce Department
had become the Department of Local Resources.
In theory, the maximum prices of forty rupees per
ton for barley and fifty rupees for wheat were still
in force, but I took the precaution before I started
of arming myself with written authority from
Colonel Dickson to " purchase barley and arrange
for its transport to Baghdad at the best rates ob-
tainable at Museyib or elsewhere." General
Maude's rapid advance had strained his line of
communications to the utmost, and I was told that
I must try to send in a hundred tons of grain a day.
Our previous tour had to some extent restored con-
fidence, and as I bumped over the dusty track, in a
Ford van this time, I met a greater number of
caravans of donkeys and camels bringing in sup-
plies for Baghdad city. I stopped some of them,
to make enquiries about price and transport, and
found that I must reckon on six or seven camels,
or alternatively fifteen or sixteen donkeys, being